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Worcester Cathedral Reveals Peregrine Chicks’
Cause of Death
 
Worcester Cathedral has received the results of the post-mortems carried out on two of the peregrine falcon chicks that hatched in the nest box earlier this year.
Three chicks successfully hatched in the nest, to the delight of many thousands of followers on the Cathedral’s You Tube livestream.
However, very sadly this year, all three chicks later died, between 6 and 15 May, and the livestream was shut down. Two of the carcases were recovered by the Peregrine Falcons in Worcester team and sent to a lab for analysis.
The post-mortems have now been returned which show the birds’ cause of death as having ingested poison.
It is unknown how the chicks came to ingest a poison, and it is terribly sad that this happened this year, after three hugely successful years previously, where four chicks hatched each time and fledged successfully. 
Previous years’ juveniles have been sighted as far away as Bolton and London, which is wonderful, and the team hopes for more success in the future.
The established pair of adults have been sighted regularly around the Cathedral and City since May, and both appear to be in good health. They have proven themselves to be excellent parents, so there’s no reason not to look forward to a more positive outcome next year.
The Cathedral has reported the results of the post-mortems to the relevant authorities, and they will be included in this year’s British Trust for Ornithology (BTO) annual report. 
After a gap of over 10 years, a new pair of peregrines moved into the Cathedral in 2022 and successfully nested, produced and fledged four chicks.
They returned to the nest in 2023 and 2024 and successfully raised four healthy chicks both years.
In 2023 the Cathedral was able to install a live hi-res camera, that operated 24 hours a day in breeding season.
Thousands of viewers have enjoyed watching lots of milestones on the You Tube livestream, including hatching, feeding, ringing and fledging, with lots of activity in between.
The team hopes that the adults will return to the nest to breed in 2026, and the livestream can delight viewers once more.
For more information visit www.worcestercathedral.org.uk/peregrinefalcons 

[ENDS]

For press enquiries about Worcester Cathedral, please contact sarahbowyer@worcestercathedral.org.uk. 

Notes to editors
Worcester Cathedral has been a place of Christian worship and prayer for fourteen centuries; the present building dates back to 1084 and is dedicated to Christ and the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

Described as possibly the most interesting of all England's cathedrals, especially architecturally, Worcester Cathedral was founded in 680. Saint Oswald then built another cathedral in 983, and established a monastery attached to it. Saint Wulfstan began the present building in 1084 replacing the earlier cathedrals.

The Cathedral's attractions include King John's Tomb, Prince Arthur's Chantry, the early 12th Century Chapter House, St Wulfstan's Crypt, medieval cloisters, magnificent Victorian stained glass and spectacular views from the top of the Cathedral tower.
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